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 DEAN’S RESEARCH REPORT 2009
One of the strategic objectives of the Faculty of Law is the creation of an environment which is conducive to research and innovation.  The year 2009 was abuzz with research activity in the Faculty of Law.  In 2008 we “connected” established with emerging researchers through informal mentorship arrangements.  Our Research strategic plan identified the formalisation of the mentorship arrangements as a key strategic objective for 2009.   This was achieved in partnership with Dr Blanche Pretorius, Director: Research Capacity Development, who conducted two workshops in our Faculty.  During the workshops mentors and mentees reflected on their expectations and shared challenges experienced and success achievements during the informal phase.  The mentorship arrangements are bearing fruit, as evidenced by the continuing heightened research activity in the Faculty and the spirit of enthusiasm which accompany the cementing of relationships.  Three of the mentees are featured in this year’s report, namely Adv Razaana Denson, Mr David Abrahams and Ms Lynn Biggs.
During January 2009 we once again hosted the 7th Eastern and Western Cape Law Conference, aimed at emerging researchers in law.  This conference has since expanded to include emerging researchers from various the Faculties of Law all over the country.  The conference was very capably organised by Prof Elmarie Knoetze, assisted by third year law student, Silicia Scheppel.

All four Departments within the Faculty finalised their research themes aligned with the Faculty research theme of “legal research in response to societal needs”.  The golden thread, to wit, “equity and justice”, is apparent.  To this end the Department of Public Law held a colloquium organised by Mr David Abrahams where members of the Department and Adv Denson examined the issue of Palestine v Israel from a legal point of view, showing our students how one can conduct research and examine highly emotive issues from a legal perspective.

The Department of Private Law showcased their research and organisational abilities with the hosting of the first International Private Law conference, with the conference theme of “the Role of Private Law in the Context of Social Justice”.  The conference was organised by Prof André Mukheibir and included the inaugural lecture of our honorary professor Eltjo Schrage of the University of Amsterdam (see profile below).  Prof Schrage’s keynote paper set the tone for a conference which involved high quality papers of some of the most eminent private law academics in South Africa and abroad.  Prof Pieter Badenhorst, former colleague and now visiting professor in the Faculty of Law also delivered an excellent paper.  A group of 25 law students were allowed to attend and asked interesting and (sometimes tricky) questions to the speakers!

The Faculty of Law values and recognises the contributions made by all its legal scholars, hence the Faculty held its first “Law Oscars” in early December 2009. Details of the awards appear below.  
I am positive that the broadening of our research base in 2009 and the creation of a research spirit in the Faculty will continue to bear fruit and advance our legal scholarship in the Faculty.  I would like to use this opportunity to all the scholars in the Faculty who tirelessly contributed to our research mission and vision despite their challenging teaching engagements.
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Faculty Researcher of the Year
Profile on Prof Henk Delport….(done by Nicky Willemse)
Emerging Faculty Researcher of the Year (NONE)
Innovative Research

Professor P Vrancken is writing a monograph for an overseas publisher titled “South and the Law of the Sea”. No such work has ever been published in South Africa.

Rated Researchers:

Prof Elmarie Knoetze

In customary law a distinction is drawn between the so-called "official" and "living" customary law.  "Official" customary law relates to the law as found in legislation, case law, textbooks and other academic writings, whereas "living" customary law denotes the customs as practised by traditional communities themselves.  The latter is often unwritten, as it exists in the memory of elders and the way of life of a particular community.  This implies that customary law is dynamic, and can internally adapt to changing socio-economic circumstances.  With more than 800 traditional communities in South Africa, it is apparent that there is no uniform system of law, which, on the one hand creates legal uncertainty and difficulty in proving the existence or non-existence of a particular practice as custom, but on the other, gives effect to the law as practised by the people themselves.  In my research, in collaboration with Prof FA De Villiers of UWC and Prof DS Koyana, formerly of UFH, an attempt will be made to compile sourcebooks of customary law, primarily in the Eastern Cape, by researching the "living" law from the traditional court records of accessible traditional authorities.  The research will include periodic visits to the Provincial House of Traditional Leaders in Bhisho, when in session.  Funding by the NRF has been granted until 2012.

Research entities

Labour and Social Security Law Unit 
The Labour and Social Security Law Unit (LSSLU) functions both as a research and training unit under the auspices of the Law Faculty. Prof J.A van der Walt is the Head of the LSSLU and Prof A Govindjee the Deputy Head. Associates from within the Faculty as well as external associates perform training and research work for the LSSLU. The research outputs for the LSSLU are reflected under the outputs of Prof van der Walt and Prof Govindjee. In addition to these outputs an ongoing research project on development of Mauritian Labour Law continued during 2009 and a report of this research will be published in 2010.

Faculty Highlights and Achievements:
Functions and Visiting Scholars:

On 24 August 2009 the first honorary professor of the NMMU Faculty of Law, Prof Eltjo Schrage, delivered his inaugural lecture. In addition to the members of faculty who were present, there were numerous academics from other Law Faculties in the country and from abroad, with whom Prof Schrage has worked in the past decades. All of them were here to pay tribute to Prof Schrage and also to participate in the Private Law Conference (which was arranged to form part of the inaugural lecture). 

Prof Schrage’s lecture was entitled “The Role of Private Law in Promoting Social Justice” (which also was the theme for the Private Law Conference). The lecture commenced with the picture of law painted by the Roman jurist Seneca of the law as an instrument of horror. Prof Schrage took the audience through the ages, showing how, under the influence of Canon Law, some sense of justice was injected into law. The influence of the Enlightenment in the promotion of social justice, on the other hand, was minimal. While the point of departure in Canon Law is that of the solidary person, namely the contracting party who took some responsibility for the well-being of his co-contractant, the Enlightenment proceeded from the point of departure of the autonomous person, the person who was free to contract and therefore had to be bound by his contract (pacta sunt servanda). 

The notion of solidary versus autonomous was explored with reference to contracts of employment, pre-contractual negotiations and the effect of changing circumstances on a contract. The 19th century codifications of Western Europe tended to follow the approach of the Enlightenment. Today in Western Europe the codifications tend to focus more on the solidary person and the notion of a contractant being his or her “brother’s keeper”. On the face of it is seems as if English law is not sympathetic towards the solidary person, however there are legal techniques that can be employed to ultimately reach the same effect. Prof Schrage concluded this lecture as follows:

“Maybe that is connected with the observation with which I want to end. It is often easier to determine what injustice is, than to determine what justice is. This we can also see here. The distinction autonomous...solidary is less absolute than what is seems, because under certain circumstances parties will act autonomously and at other times solidarily. Maybe the Romans did not do it quite so badly. Pacta sunt servanda did not form part of their legal order, even though they lay the foundation therefore. Ulpian expressed it as follows: the basic tenets of the law are the following: living honourably and honestly, not to harm anyone and to give to each his own.”

The Law Faculty would like to congratulate Prof Schrage on his outstanding lecture and for being a most worthy recipient of being appointed as our first honorary professor.

Conference Facilitation:

1. Inaugural Private Law Conference
The Department of Private Law held its inaugural conference with the theme “The Role of Private Law in Promoting Social Justice” on 27 and 28 August 2009. The conference was held in honour of the inaugural lecture with the same title, held by honorary professor EJH Schrage on 26 August 2009.

The conference featured a variety of speakers of national and international renown and covered the traditional themes in private law, namely Contract, Delict, Unjustified Enrichment and Property Law. The programme is attached.

2. On 27 December 2008 Israel launched a wave of airstrikes on the Gaza Strip with the stated intention of stopping rocket fire from Gaza. The attack was named ‘Operation Cast Lead”.  Both Hamas and the Israeli armed forces engaged in hostilities until 21 January 2009.  About 1400 Palestinians and about 13 Israeli’s were killed during hostilities.  This clearly indicated lack of respect (on the part of both parties to the conflict) for International Law and in particular, International Humanitarian Law.  The Department of Public Law deemed it necessary to hold a panel discussion on 27 February 2009 entitled “Hamas v Israel – Separating ius ad bellum from ius in bello”. The panel discussion focussed on the legal and humanitarian issues surrounding ‘Operation Cast Lead’.  

Various academics participated in the panel discussion.   The following academics delivered papers:

Adv R Denson:
‘The Principle of Self-determination in International Law with Specific Reference to Palestine’

Mr D Abrahams:
‘Applicability of International Humanitarian Law’

Prof N Bohler-Muller:
‘War Crimes in Gaza: Quo Vadis’

Prof A Mukheibir:
“War, the Mother of all Poverty’

A delegate for the International Committee of the Red Cross Regional Delegation based in Pretoria, Mr Chris Black, was also invited to speak. He gave feedback on the humanitarian operations done by the ICRC in the regions affected by the hostilities.

Research Capacity Development
The Faculty conducted three postgraduate workshops in 2009, which culminated in panel discussions during which LLM and LLD students presented their research proposals to research panels, consisting of supervisors and Departmental members of Faculty.  These panel discussions proved to be helpful to the students as well as their supervisors.  In addition, some of the Faculty staff and students participated in a joint postgraduate research workshop with staff and students from the respective Faculties of Law of Rhodes University and Fort Hare.

Another example of research capacity development is provided by Lynn Biggs who participated in the Phuhlisa Programme since January 2009. She attended the following workshops through the Phuhlisa Programme:

· Personal Biographical Analysis and Career Sculpting March and April 2009

· Time and Stress management April 2009

· Writing a Research Proposal May 2009

· Developing a Portfolio of Evidence July 2009

· Writing for Publication November 2009
The following is the result of an interview with Lynn Biggs:
Please provide a brief description of how Phuhlisa has aided your development with regard to teaching, research, career development in academia:
 

The workshops I have attended have been geared towards research and not so much teaching, however the principles discussed and shared at the workshops have been of such a nature that they are in some aspects also applicable to teaching and not only research.

The workshops have provided me with clear guidelines as to the way forward with regard to my research. However I have found the research to be quite daunting especially considering that my teaching workload increased this year.

Which workshops were most interesting or of most benefit to you?

The Career Sculptoring Workshop was soul searching and inspiring, however, in some ways the principles shared could not be implemented as the buy-in and commitment from superiors is also required.

The Workshop on Drafting a Research proposal was the most useful of the workshops I attended.  This workshop ensured that we tackled our research topic from all angles and that we thoroughly investigated our topics before we embarked on any formal drafting of a proposal.  Any concerns or questions regarding the correctness of topic or research methodology were thoroughly considered during this workshop. 

But the cherry on the top was the Chris Kapp Writing for Publication Workshop which I attended in November over a 5 day period.  The principles were explained and we were then given time to utilize these principles in relation to the articles we had drafted in preparation for the workshop.  All our work was peer reviewed, which was so beneficial and really added value to the article written Chris Kapp also ensured that we had language editors on hand to assist with language, style , referencing etc and our articles were all professionally edited by the end of the workshop.  I would highly recommend this workshop to any researching novice.
 
Please explain with a brief description of the benefits and/or challenges of the mentoring part of the programme:

The Phuhlisa programme requires that a mentor/mentee relationship be established.  My mentor and I met every month and discussed all aspects of the mentorship and not only my LLD treatise topic.  My mentor has also provided guidance on how to approach my research considering my heavy teaching load.  We have a very open relationship and I am comfortable to discuss any concerns I have regarding research, teaching as well as supervision of treatises with him.
 
Did you benefit from the funding provided by Phuhlisa?

The Phuhlisa Programme sponsors R10 000 research funding to each mentee each year.  I obtained R10 000, in 2009 but I have not yet utilized any funding provided.  The mentor was also sponsored a nominal amount for his involvement.

Faculty of Law Awards 

The first “Law Oscars” included the following research awards:

· The “best mentor” award went to Prof Avinash Govindjee, who, when the informal mentorship was introduced, took on the role with gusto. Despite the fact that the requirements of the mentorship arrangements were not clear, he was a sterling mentor, with great benefit to both his mentees. 

· The “best mentee” award was shared by Mr David Abrahams and Ms Lynn Biggs, who both published articles in accredited law journals and delivered papers at conferences.  Ms Biggs also participated on the Phuhlisa programme and delivered a paper on legal skills at the Law Conference for the Universities of the Eastern and Western Cape.  Mr Abrahams delivered a paper at the Law Teachers’ Conference in July 2009 and was appointed on the editorial board of African Yearbook on International Humanitarian Law. Both of them participated in the mentorship programme with Prof Avinash Govindjee and contributed towards the research environment in the Faculty.
· An award for “publication in high quality/international journals” with a high impact factor was made to Prof Patrick Vrancken for his consistent contributions in international journals.
· The “most improved researcher” award was received by Adv Razaana Denson. 2009 revealed hitherto unknown talents in certain people.  Adv Razaana Denson was such a person; she started producing publications rapidly since the beginning of 2009.  She also delivered a paper at the Law Teachers conference, as well as at the Private Law conference.  Prof Eltjo Schrage selected her paper as the best paper delivered at the Private Law Conference.
· Two awards were made in the category of “researcher most aligned to Faculty research theme”. One award was made to Prof Adriaan Van der Walt for the research that he conducted in South Africa and Mauritius during 2009 under the auspices of the Labour and Social Security Law Unit.  His own research is also aligned to the theme of the Department of Mercantile Law, i.e. Equity and Justice in Labour, Property and Corporate Law.

The second award went to Prof Narnia Bohler-Muller who under the auspices of the RTI committee hosted two post-graduate workshops this year, building capacity of our postgraduate students.

Conference attendance:

Dr D Erasmus

“Prof Narnia Bohler-Muller and I travelled to China on 29 May 2009, via Dubai.  We attended the 7th International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities from 02 to 05 June 2009 held in Beijing China.  We both delivered papers on 02 June 2009.  My paper was entitled:  “Effective Courtroom Communication:  The need of an interdisciplinary approach”.  It was slotted in the session dealing with communication and interdisciplinary research.  The paper was well received.  Being a general humanities conference, the conference dealt with various disciplines falling within the scope of the Humanities.  I found the communication slot very interesting.  Other papers also dealt with interdisciplinary legal research, such as the use of anatomical dolls in courts when children testify in sexual abuse cases.  There were three other academics from the NMMU who delivered papers, including the renowned researcher Prof Bert Olivier!”
The South African Law Teachers Conference was held in July 2009 at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal. The following academics delivered papers

1. Abrahams, D “Collective Punishment: Outlawed or Revived? The Plight of the Palestinian People”
2. Coetzee, L and Lawack-Davids, V “Impact of a Central Securities Depository Participant’s Failure on Finality and Irrevocability of Settlement Securities”.

3. Denson, R “The Principles of Self -determination in International Law with Specific Reference to Palestine”

Publications

FACULTY OF LAW RESEARCH OUTPUTS 2009

1. ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN ACCREDITED JOURNALS 
Biggs L “The Application of Section 197 of the Labour Relations Act in an Outsourcing Context (Part 2)” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 3 656

Bohler-Muller N and Milne J “Rethinking the State’s Duty to Protect and Uphold the Right to Life in a Criminal Justice Context” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 2 307-327    

Lawack- Davids, V and Coetzee, L ‘Impact of a Central Securities Depository Participant’s Failure on Finality and Irrevocability of Settlement of Securities” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 3 628
Delport H An Estate Agent’s Duty to List and Market a Property at Market Value Obiter 2009 Vol 30 1 131 

Delport H Auction Sales “Subject to Confirmation” and Formation of Contracts – Withok Small Farms (Pty) Ltd v Amber Sunrise Properties 5 (Pty) Ltd Obiter 2009 2 SA 504 (SCA) 2009 Vol 30 2 392

Delport H “The Risk of Having to Pay Double Estate Agent’s
Commission” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 3 738

Denson R & Van der Walt G “Cold Comfort for Parties to a Muslim Marriage: Hassam v Jacobs NO [2008] 4 All SA 350 (C)” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 1 188.

Denson R “Non-recognition of Muslim Marriages: Discrimination and Social Injustice” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 2 243.

Denson R & Carnelley M “The Awarding of Post Divorce Maintenance to a Muslim Ex-wife and Children in the South African Courts: The Interaction between Divine and Secular Law” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 2 679.

Govindjee A “Social Protection for Workers Posted to and from South Africa: A Critical Assessment” (co-author) Obiter 2009 V 30 3 774.
Govindjee A “Constitutional Implications of the Restrictions Imposed by the South African Golf Association on Non-Amateur Golfers” (co-author) Speculum Juris Vol 22, no. 2 (2008) 75 – 89 
Erasmus D ‘Procedural Explanations and Choices:  The Undefended Accused in a Minefield’ Law, Democracy and Development 2009 Vol 13 (1) 13 – 39.

Van der Walt A and Qotoyi T “Dismissals within the Context of Collective Bargaining” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 1 63-119

 Van der Walt A and Botma C “The Role of Reasonableness in the Review of Labour Arbitration Awards (Part 1)” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 2 328-347

 Van der Walt A and Botma C “The Role of Reasonableness in the Review of Labour Arbitration Awards (Part 2)” Obiter 2009 Vol 30 3 530-562.
2. ARTICLES SUBMITTED AND ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION (BUT NOT YET PUBLISHED) IN ACCREDITED JOURNALS (INDICATE WHETHER INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL)

Bohler-Muller N “The Justice of the Heart in Little Brother” ESLJ (Entertainment and Sports Law Journal, Warwick University) - International Journal

3. ARTICLES PUBLISHED OR ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION IN NON-ACCREDITED JOURNALS

Bohler-Muller N and Daniels B “Does the Communal Land Rights Act Really Protect the Rights of Women?” 2009 (6:2) Africagrowth Agenda 26-27
4. BOOKS PUBLISHED, WHETHER AS SOLE OR CO-AUTHOR 

Bohler-Muller N, Hollely K, Minnie D, and Muller KD Women and Children as Witnesses in Cases of Gender-Based Violence 2009 Printrite 

 Lindi Coetzee, Governance, Juta (2010)

Mukheibir, Niesing and Peruval, The Law of Delict in South Africa, by Loubser (ed) ,Midgley (ed).

5 CHAPTERS WRITTEN IN BOOKS

Bohler-Muller N, Hollely K, Minnie D, and Muller KD Women and Children as Witnesses in Cases of Gender-Based Violence 2009 Printrite (Three chapters in book)
Bohler-Muller N Chapter 2: Introducing and Defining Gender-Based Violence pp. 25-61

Bohler-Muller N Chapter 5: Domestic and Intimate Partner Violence pp. 121-151

Bohler-Muller N Chapter 7: Other Types of gender-Based Violence: Female Genital Mutilation and Rape as a Weapon of War pp. 186-223 

Dennis Davis, Farouk Cassim, Walter Geach, Tshepo Mongalo, David Butler, Anneli Loubser, Lindi Coetzee, David Burdette. Title: Companies and other Business Structures in South Africa (2009) (Contributed 2 chapters) 

Hospice Palliative Care Association of South Africa Legal Aspects of Palliative Care Lindi Coetzee contributed to Chapter 11 entitled Community Caregivers. (2009)

Lindi Coetzee, Michael Bendle, Julia Sloth-Nielsen, Lullu Tshiwula, Paddy Cloete, Lilla Crouse. Title: The Child Justice Act: A training manual (draft completed)(to be finalized 2010). Lindi Coetzee is the author of 10 of the 14 chapters.  The draft manual was peer reviewed by a national reference team consisting of Child Justice Experts. The first draft of the manual was piloted in all 9 provinces by different expert trainers to obtain feedback from a facilitator’s perspective.  The draft manual was used by the National Prosecuting Authority, Department of Social Development, Department of Correctional Services and South African Police Service when they compiled their training material on the provisions of the Child Justice Act.  Ms Lindi Coetzee was also part of the national team responsible for the compilation of process maps on the Child Justice Act. The manual will be finalized during 2010 whereafter it will become the intellectual property of Justice College to use in training programs for magistrates. 

Coetzee, L Co author for a training manual for probation officers and assistant probation officers on the Child Justice Act.
Govindjee, A and Vrancken, P (eds) Introduction to Human Rights Law (LexisNexis Butterworths) (2009) – four chapters authored and work co-edited;
Govindjee A “Introducing Law to Commerce Students: A case study” in Focus on First-Year Success: Perspectives emerging from South Africa and Beyond (peer-reviewed) (SUN Press, Stellenbosch, ISBN 978-1-920338-12-1) (2009) 155-166;

Govindjee, A Social Assistance as a Framework for Social Policy in South Africa (VDM Verlag Publishers, Germany, ISBN: 363915908X) (2009);

Govindjee A “Unlocking Labour Laws” column (co-authored) South African Labour Bulletin, Vol 33, No. 4 (October / November 2009) 18-19 and Vol 33, No. 5 (December / January 2009) 23-24.

Van der Walt G ‘Introduction to Human Rights Law’ Author of a chapter in Govindjee, A and Vrancken, P (eds) Introduction to Human Rights Law 2009 LexisNexis. 
7. PAPERS DELIVERED AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Bohler-Muller, N Seventh International Conference on New Direction in the Humanities, Beijing China, 2-5 June 2009: “Gender Equality and Kristevan Revolt”
Erasmus, D Seventh International Conference on New Direction in the Humanities, Beijing China, 2-5 June 2009 “Effective Courtroom Communication:  The need of an interdisciplinary approach”.  
8. PAPERS DELIVERED AT NATIONAL/LOCAL CONFERENCES

Abrahams, D Collective Punishment: Outlawed or Revived? The Plight of the Palestinian People delivered at the South African Law Teachers Conference in July 2009

 

Biggs L “Consultation Session on Legal Skills and Numeracy” delivered the paper  at the Universities of the Western Cape and Eastern Cape Sixth Annual Conference held on 26 & 27 January 2009 

Bohler-Muller N The Constitutional Jurisprudence of Justice Albie Sachs: A Retrospective, UNISA, 9-10 October 2009: “The Strange Alchemy of the Judge and the Blue Dress” 

Bohler-Muller N The Sixth Annual Law Conference of the Universities of the Western Cape and Eastern Cape, NMMU, 26-27 January 2009: “Rethinking the State’s Duty to Protect and Uphold the Right to Life” (co-authored with Jana Milne)

Lawack- Davids, V and Coetzee, L ‘Impact of a Central Securities Depository Participant’s Failure on Finality and Irrevocability of Settlement of Securities’ delivered at the South African Law Teachers Conference in July 2009

Denson R ‘The Principle of Self-determination in International Law with Specific Reference to Palestine’ Presented on 13 July 2009 at the Society of Law Teachers of Southern Africa Conference held at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Denson R ‘Non-recognition of Muslim Marriages: Discrimination and Social Injustice’ Presented on 25 August 2009 at the Role of Private Law in Promoting Social Justice Conference held at NMMU.

Govindjee A and Prof LG Mpedi “Social Protection for Workers Posted to and from South Africa: A Critical Assessment” presented at the Society of Law Teachers of Southern Africa Conference (Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, 13 – 16 July 2009);
Govindjee A “The Role of Courts in Shaping South African Social Policy” presented at the Southern Africa’s Development Agenda in the 21st Century Colloquium (University of Fort Hare, Bhisho, South Africa, 14-15 May 2009);
Govindjee A “CCMA Arbitrations: Do’s and Don’ts” panellist at the Annual Labour Law Seminar (NMMU, Port Elizabeth, South Africa, 18 March 2009);
Govindjee A “The Role of Inter-governmental Organisations in Developing an Integrated and Inclusive Framework for Social Protection: Lessons from SADC” co-presented at the Redefining South-South Co-operation: Africa on the Centre Stage conference (Centre for African Studies, University of Mumbai, India 23 – 25 February 2009);
 

Govindjee A “The State of the Labour Court: What was Intended, Where are We Now and What Might Be Done” co-presented at the Universities of the Western and Eastern Cape Sixth Annual Law Conference (NMMU, South Africa, January 2009);

Erasmus D ‘[The Need of an Interdisciplinary Approach’, delivered at the 7th International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities on 02 June 2009 in Beijing China.  

Erasmus D ‘The Identification and Addressing of Corruption in a Municipal Environment’ delivered the paper at the Institute for Municipal Policing and Security of South Africa (IMPS-SA) during their yearly conference at the Tlokwe City Council, Potchefstroom held from 91 – 21 August 2009.  

Erasmus D “Cutting the Umbilical Cord:  Recognising the Right of Children to Individual Dignity” delivered at the “Retrospectives on the Jurisprudence of Judge Albie Sachs Conference” hosted by the Verloren van Themaat Centre for Public Law, Unisa held from 09 – 10 October 2009 in Pretoria.  

Knoetze E ‘Why I can/cannot teach Customary Law’ delivered the paper at the  6th Annual Law Conference of the Western and Eastern Cape Universities 26-27 January 2009, hosted by the Faculty of Law, NMMU.  
Marx F  ‘Murder in Cyberspace - the Legal Effect of Conduct in Virtual Worlds in the 'real world’ delivered the paper at the WWW3 conference. 

Marx F "Iniuria per consequentias in Cyberspace?" delivered at the NMMU Private Law Conference held in August 2009

Van der Walt A ‘Recent Developments in Labour Law’ delivered at SALGA Eastern Cape Conference – East London March 2009:

Van der Walt A ‘Review of CCMA Awards’ delivered at the Eastern Cape CCMA Conference March 2009

Van der Walt A ‘Can the Common Law of Contract be Developed to Provide Protection Against Unfair Dismissal and Other Forms of Unfair Conduct?’ delivered at the Private Law Conference ‘The Role of Private Law in Promoting Social Justice’ August 2009 

Van der Walt A “Review Proceedings Since Sidumo” delivered at the Conference of Western and Eastern Cape Universities January 2009
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