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RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND INTERNATIONALISATION 
The implementation of Multi-Staggered Pathways  
 
SECTION 1: INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
 
The University has 1052 international students, who fall into different study categories, are 
presently still living inside and outside of their own countries and have various levels of 
connectivity.  
 
1.2. IMPLEMENTING PATHWAYS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
 
As such, each international student should assess their own particular circumstances to 
establish the pathway best suited to his or her own needs.  
 
Those students who will not be returning to South Africa to complete the semester and will 
have to rely solely on Pathway 1 (see website for full details) and other digital platforms 
should they not wish to deregister from the University.  
 
The table below explains the applicability of different pathways to international students, as 
well as the possible challenges and solutions related to the assessments in different 
pathways: 
 

Pathways  Applicability to international students Assessments 
 

Pathway 1a Applicable to international students 
based in South Africa; this is also 
applicable to students who have returned 
home. However, these students cannot 
be expected to do any face-to-face 
learning and teaching 

Digital all the way, including 
continuous assessments (no 
exams) 

Pathway 1b 
 

Applicable to international students 
based in South Africa who have access to 
internet and devices, and may be able to 
go back to classes and labs if the 
lockdown ends and classes can resume 

If exams are necessary, partner 
universities can assist study 
abroad and exchange students 
(partner universities can assist 
with invigilation of exams) 

Pathway 1c 
 

Applicable to international students 
based in South Africa and the students 
who have returned home 

If exams are necessary, partner 
universities can assist 
international degree students 
(partner universities can assist 
with invigilation of exams) 
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Pathway 2a 
and 2b  
 

We would appreciate advice and ideas 
how this can be implemented when it 
comes international students who have 
returned home and could be living in 
remote areas without access to reliable 
internet or devices. These students will 
only be able to return to South Africa and 
Nelson Mandela University when South 
Africa relaxes international travel bans, 
which will be determined by the 
government at a later stage. In addition, 
some students may not have funds to 
return to South Africa once the lockdown 
is lifted and they can travel back 

This is unclear due to the 
challenges mentioned. 

 
 
1.2.1. The Survey 
 
During the week of 20 April 2020, the International Office will conduct a survey with all 
international students asking them to provide the office with different types of information 
including their internet connectivity and access to devices. This survey will give us a sense of 
student numbers, connectivity challenges and where students are living. 
 
1.2.2. Systems in place for exams at partner universities  
See website for update. 
 
SECTION 2: POSTGRADUATE STUDIES & RESEARCH 
 
The extent to which postgraduate students will be able to utilise the different pathways will 
be determined by stage of the postgraduate studies.  The following may be envisaged: 
 

Pathway Degree Programme Stage of postgraduate studies and implications 
1a Honours Taught modules can be online for theory and research 

for those with access 
1a Masters (CW) First year registrants with taught modules can be 

online for theory and research for those with access;  
2 Honours/Master 

(CW) 
For those first-year registrants (CW Masters) and for 
Honours students with no access to internet and study 
resources, these students would need support to 
complete these modules once face-to-face is possible. 

1b/c Honours Research modules for those collecting primary data 
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Pathway Degree Programme Stage of postgraduate studies and implications 
(especially STEM faculties/departments) that require 
laboratory/field works for a significant portion of their 
degree.  The timing of return to face-to-face contact 
may determine how much more time would need to be 
added to their academic calendar. 

1b/c Master (CW) Research module, generally 1 year, will be delayed 
especially in cases where field and/or laboratory work 
is required.  Those that can use secondary data or SSH 
subjects that utilise quantitative data collection 
methods and have access to internet resources.  
Decisions would need to be made on allowance of 
study extension/support period dependant on timing 
of return. 

1b Masters and 
Doctoral 

New registration and proposal development can occur 
using online/digital resources and email contact with 
supervisors/promoters.  Will be difficult for those with 
no to intermittent access to the internet.  Decisions will 
need to be made on extension of proposal submission 
by 3 to 6 months.  

1c Honours, Masters 
and Doctoral 

Application for Ethics Clearance submissions can be 
done electronically; committees meeting as per normal 
schedule. 

1 a, b, c Masters and 
Doctoral 

Mid-programme postgraduate students in the data 
collection stage 
It may be possible for SSH students to continue 
research work under different sub pathways in option 
1.  The exception would be for those whose projects 
require focus groups/workshops. 

2 a/b Masters and 
Doctoral 

Mid-programme postgraduate students in the STEM 
fields or SSH qualitative data collection, work is 
predominantly contact due to laboratory work and/or 
field work.  In cases that are time/timing sensitive, this 
work could be further delayed (i.e. certain time of a 
school year, season data collection) with data 
collection window missed for this year. 

1a Masters and 
Doctoral 

Mid to late-programme postgraduates engaged in data 
analysis phase of their work can utilise this pathway, 
exception would be those who have iterative data 
collection needs. 

1a Masters and End of degree programme students that are in the 
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Pathway Degree Programme Stage of postgraduate studies and implications 
Doctoral manuscript and thesis write up phase can utilise this 

pathway. 
1a – 2 Postdoctoral Fellows Literature reviews, data analysis and manuscript 

preparation can be done via pathway 1a; however, 
those with field/laboratory research data collection 
will have delays and will be in pathway 2.   

 
 
It is worthwhile to note that even if the academic year resumes, some fieldwork is specific to 
seasons and 2020 may therefore be lost.   
 
SECTION 3: RESEARCH & ACADEMIC SUPPORT FOR SUPERVISORS 
 
The Departments of Research Support and Management as well as Research Development 
continue to support students through processing of postgraduate bursaries, both free-
standing and where these are linked to research grant-holders. 
 
The National Research Foundation postponed all deadlines for the month of March to the end 
of April. Concerns with NRF funding issues have been raised with the NRF through USAf. 
 
The Department of Higher Education has extended the deadline for the Annual Submission of 
Research Outputs to 30 June 2020.  However, the University will endeavour as far as possible 
to meet the original May 15 deadline. 
 
The Department of Research Support and Management continues to liaise with national and 
international funders to negotiate submission deadlines as the cases arise. 
 
 
SECTION 4: INNOVATION MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 
 
The Innovation Office continues to support and facilitate technology transfer activities 
through virtual platforms.  Invention disclosures and ongoing commercialisation projects and 
funding applications are managed electronically by the respective staff members.  
 
Go to website for additional information. 
 
SECTION 5: LIBRARY SERVICES 
 
All libraries are closed, however the virtual library is open and more resources are available 
online via the Library Webpage and other sources. For additional information go to website. 
  


	RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND INTERNATIONALISATION
	The implementation of Multi-Staggered Pathways
	SECTION 1: INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
	1.2. IMPLEMENTING PATHWAYS FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

	SECTION 2: POSTGRADUATE STUDIES & RESEARCH
	SECTION 3: RESEARCH & ACADEMIC SUPPORT FOR SUPERVISORS
	SECTION 4: INNOVATION MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
	SECTION 5: LIBRARY SERVICES



